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himself as much as he detested in others the
juvenile f arrogance which breaks with bygone
dignities. What he would have said to the Nathans
and the Marinettis of to-day, the furious charlatans
whose instinct before antique beauty is to shatter
and defile, it is perhaps best that they should never
know. The earliest essays of the Syria and Palestine
series have the elegant naivete of unconscious art.
They would not have been written but for the
accident that a friend, Henri cle Pontmartin, who
was prevented from accompanying Vogue, begged
for a detailed record, and, having received it,
would give the author no peace until he had per-
suaded him to send his letters to the Revue des
Deux Mondes. In the summer of 1875 Vogu6
made a careful examination of Mount Athos> and
the result of this was likewise welcomed by the
Revue.

From Cairo Melchior de Vogu6 was promoted
to St. Petersburg in 1876. At the first shock the
contrast between the South and the North seemed
to be too severe, but he speedily regained his
balance of spirit, and the problems of Russian
history made a passionate appeal to his curiosity.
He taught himself the Russian language, in which
he presently became a proficient, and lie threw
himself with vehemence into the study of a people
which was just beginning to attract warm sympathy
in France, but of whose literature, customs, and
traditions the French were still almost entirely
ignorant. In Russia Vogue found much ready help